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Chatham and at Camden Town. His father was poor,
and Dickens received a very scrappy education. He
worked in a warehouse, taught himself to write short-
hand, and became a reporter on the Morning Chronicle.
His first volume was a collection of sketches con-
tributed to this and to other papers. Then the
Pickwick Papers, an enormous success, established
Dickens in popular favour, giving him a position he
held till his death. His activity was very great. Two of
his novels, Barnaby Rudge and The Old Curiosity
Shop, which like many others were written as serials,
came out in the same twelvemonth. He visited
America, edited a couple of papers, produced and
acted in plays, and gave readings from his works at
home and abroad. It was the strain of these readings
which in the end proved too much for him. He did not
need the money, but the actor in him needed the
public appearances and the applause. He died in 1870.
It must be admitted, before we go any further,
that there is much in Dickens which is out of tune
with modern taste. Some of the very qualities which
endeared him to our grandparents we turn from in
embarrassment to-day. There are scenes in Dombey
and Son, in The Old Curiosity Shop, even in Martin
Chuzzlemt, which strike us as impossibly sentimental.
There will always be something of the kind in the work
of every age : detail which is, for posterity, just so
much rubbish swept along on the tide of artistic
creation. The elaborate puns of the Elizabethans do
not now amuse us, and we find it hard to believe
that some of Shakespeare's fools, or court jesters,
can ever have greatly amused anybody. To look
through back numbers of Punch often makes us